
any time when found destroying livestock or
crops. However, they must use legal firearms,
ammunition and other lawful procedures. See
also Wildlife Damage Control, page 28.

Farmers may trap fox destroying poultry,
crops or property at any time, subject 
to state law and local ordinances. Farmers or
their agents may shoot or trap coyotes by law-
ful procedures at any time when found
destroying livestock or crops. A regional Fish
and Wildlife Law Enforcement office must be
notified within 24 hours of killing a coyote.
See Telephone Directory page 88.

Firearms and Missiles
• A person may not go into the woods or fields

with a firearm except during prescribed sea-
sons.

• Airguns are not legal hunting firearms.
• It is unlawful to possess in the woods and

fields shot larger than #4 fine shot except for
hunting deer, bear, waterfowl, woodchuck
(farmers only) and coyote/fox during the
Special Permit Coyote and Fox Season.

• Rimfire and centerfire rifles are not legal to
hunt deer.

• See sections on specific game animals for
permitted firearms and ammunition.

• No person shall use a shotgun capable of
holding more than three shells at one time or
that may be fired more than three times
without reloading except for the September
Canada goose season; see page 69.

Hunter Orange
Firearm hunters must wear a cap made of

solid daylight fluorescent orange or an outer
garment containing at least 200 square inches
of fluorescent orange material visible from all
sides at all times while engaged in hunting. A
camo-orange hat alone is not adequate.

This applies to all persons while hunting
with a firearm for deer, bear, rabbit, hare,
squirrel, fox, railbirds, and game birds includ-
ing while in a tree stand.

Exceptions: this law does not apply to
waterfowl, crow, wild turkey, coyote, wood-
chuck nor bowhunters except that a bow
hunter using a deer decoy must wear hunter
orange, as described above, while transporting
the decoy into and out of the woods and
fields.

Muzzleloading Rifles
It is unlawful to use smokeless powder in a

muzzleloader while hunting in New Jersey.
Properly licensed and permitted hunters

10 years and older may hunt with a muzzle-
loading rifle. A valid rifle permit must be pos-

(continued on page 28)

There’s a first time for everything and this time it’s the first turkey taken by
Sarah Garris (right), 13, here with sister Rebekah. Sarah used a 3-inch 20
gauge shell loaded with #6s and downed the gobbler from 35 yards.

Youth Upland
Bird Hunt Day

Saturday, November 3, 2007

Youth hunters with a valid youth license, under the direct supervi-
sion of a New Jersey-licensed, non-hunting adult 21 years or older,
will be permitted to hunt on licensed semi-wild preserves. Youths
can hunt for pheasant, quail, and/or chukar on Saturday, Nov. 3,
2007 from 8 a.m. to sunset. This is a great opportunity for hunters
belonging to semi-wild preserves to introduce youth hunters to
upland bird hunting without competition from adult hunters.

TAKE A KID 
HUNTING

Youth Turkey Hunt Day
April 12, 2008

Youth hunters with a valid youth license who have obtained a
turkey permit may begin their spring turkey season on the special
youth turkey hunting day, April 12, 2008. Youth must be under the
direct supervision of an adult 21 years or older who possesses a
valid New Jersey hunting license.
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